Hardly any statistician in statistical bureau
Says PM’s adviser Mashiur as experts find data discrepancies that hinder right policymaking
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Rampant inadequacy and discrepancy in data and
evidence are hindering effective policymaking in
Bangladesh, sometimes resulting in outcome
mismatches, experts observed Saturday.
And a government policy adviser, attending the
same function where they made such
observations, pointed out inadequacies in the
government statistical bureau itself for lack of
well-groomed statisticians.
"In the Bureau of Statistics, you would be lucky to find a statistician. Most of them understand
statistics as summing up whatever data they have and dividing it by the number of observations
they have," said Prime Minister's Economic Adviser Dr Mashiur Rahman who attended the event
as chief guest.
Country's leading think-tank 'Policy Research Institute' organized the event on the occasion of the
launching of a book entitled 'Evidence Based Policy Making in Bangladesh'.
On a note of caution, the experts said when policymaking is based on populist notions or anecdotes
that could result in more harm than good and potentially cause long-term damage to the economy
and society.
As a remedy, they called for greater synthesizing of various data sources and capacity building of
the relevant government agencies, including the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS).
The Economic Adviser was also critical about lack of training and orientation of the Planning
Cadre officials of the government.
"Planning Commission recruits Planning Cadre officers who do not have to have studied
economics, statistics or relevant fields. It has been declared a generalist cadre," Mr Mashiur said.
"So, they may have studied anthropology, or Islamic history or Indian history or ancient European
history. Same is the story with Bureau of Statistics," he quipped.

"But if we want to become a higher-middle-income or a developed country, we need to have very
strong professional expertise to carry out our policies," opined Mashiur, who himself is a former
top bureaucrat.
"But over time, we have reduced the competence level of our government officials at various
levels," he told the meet.
Speakers at the event also noted high discrepancy in import or export figures between Bangladesh
Bank, the Export Promotion Bureau and the National Board of Revenue.
"Therefore, to carry out a good research in our country, it is critical to synthesize various data,"
said eminent Economist Professor Wahiduddin Mahmud.
Citing the recent pre-budget argument about uniform VAT Act as an example, Mahmud said any
such potential move from the government should be backed up by data.
Finance Minister AMA Muhith had proposed a uniform 15 per cent VAT on all products and
services for the next three years in his budget proposal for 2017-18 fiscal. However, after much
argument and strong opposition from various quarters, the proposal was postponed.
"Before coming up with such schemes, Government should have come out with some clear
projections about what could be the possible impact at consumer level or for the business entities,"
Mahmood said.
Speaking on the occasion, Chairman of PRI Dr Zaidi Sattar said that policies are better when
formulated on the basis of good data and sound research.
"Despite all the governance failures, our economy is so dynamic and it is growing at 7 per cent.
And this is because of the exceptional role played by the private sector," Dr Sattar said.
"I think there is a room for the private sector in contributing to evidence-based policymaking by
sharing information about how they do their business." "However," he added, "it is a challenging
task to gain access to such data."
Speakers at the seminar also discussed various aspects of the book which has been authored by Dr
Sadiq Ahmed, Vice President of PRI.
The book has identified three critical areas of policymaking: growth and job creation; poverty, and
income distribution; and building institution.
Executive Director of the Institute for Inclusive Finance and Development Dr Mustafa K. Mujeri
in his speech said, "For effective policymaking, policymakers should know what evidence is
available, how to gain access to those evidences and how to critically appraise them."
There should be increased communication between research and policy works, he added.
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Base policies on credible data
Economists say
Star Business Report
Policies framed with the support of evidence and credible data benefit the economy and the society
as a whole, economists said yesterday.
They also said decisions taken on populist notions and prescriptions from donors may not bring
desired results.
The views were shared at the launch of a book—Evidence based policy making in Bangladesh—
penned by Sadiq Ahmed, vice-chairman of the Policy Research Institute of Bangladesh.
The book highlights the importance of research and evidence-based policymaking.
If policies are formulated in the framework of informed decision making, they are more likely to
work than those that are purely politically motivated with insufficient evidence or analysis, Ahmed
said at the event.
“In our experience, we have found that government has limited analytical capacity,” he said,
adding that the government addressed the issue in recent years by partnering with think-tanks.
Some efforts are also underway to develop in-house evidence-based policymaking capacity in key
line ministries in coordination with the cabinet division.
“These are very good efforts,” Ahmed said. But elaborate policy models using rigorous
quantitative methods are unlikely to work in developing countries like Bangladesh owing to
insufficient data, limited analytical capabilities, severe time-constraint and short attention span of
policymakers.
“Proper communication with top policymakers is crucial for successfully conveying the main
focus of the proposed policy decision.”

Evidence needs to be broad-based and easy to understand and conceptualised in the context of
Bangladesh and its development challenges.
Organised in nine chapters, the 182-page book sees Ahmed making use of case studies to discuss
the regulatory framework for private investment.
He later dealt with issues such as ICT revolution, financial inclusion, Bangladesh's “Look East
policy”, tax structure modernisation, poverty and income distribution, urbanisation and reforms on
public enterprises.
Citing his experience as a former finance adviser to a caretaker government, AB Mirza Azizul
Islam said he looked for studies on tax holidays in Bangladesh but did not find any.
“Evidence-based policies and the capacity to implement those are important,” he added.
Zakir Ahmed Khan, former secretary to the finance ministry, said the tax ombudsman office was
established without a clear idea. “The book is diagnostic as well as prescriptive,” he said.
Mustafa K Mujeri, executive director of the Institute of Microfinance, said policymaking in
Bangladesh was not always based on evidence.
“Policymakers need to understand the importance of evidence,” he added.
When policies are based on populist notions or anecdotes, they are at best inadequate and at worst
lead to more harm than good, and potentially cause long-term damage to the economy and society,
said PRI Chairman Zaidi Sattar.
Selim Raihan, professor of economics at the University of Dhaka, said there are problems with the
quality and consistency of data.
Citing the government's implementation plan for VAT law 2012 and businesses' opposition to the
law, Wahiduddin Mahmud, a noted economist, said it appeared that both the National Board of
Revenue and the businesses were “shadow boxing”.
None had information on the number of VAT-eligible entities, he said, adding that the economic
survey of the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics could be instrumental in collecting turnover data.
“Not enough was done to explain how VAT works,” said Mashiur Rahman, prime minister's
economic affairs adviser.
He also said the export data used by the Export Promotion Bureau, the Bangladesh Bank and the
NBR are not uniform. “Of them, BB's data is the most reliable.”
Subsequently, he suggested building up the capacities of agencies such as the Planning
Commission and the BBS for reliable data gathering.
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Prime minister’s economic affairs
adviser Mashiur Rahman, economist
Wahiduddin Mahmud, former adviser to
an interim government Mirza Azizul
Islam, Institute for Inclusive Finance and
Development executive director Mustafa
K Mujeri, former finance secretary Zakir
Ahmed Khan, Policy Research Institute
of Bangladesh chairman Zaidi Sattar and
vice-chairman Sadiq Ahmed hold,
— New Age photo 1
among others, copies of the book
‘Evidence Based Policy Making in Bangladesh’ written by Sadiq at the book launching ceremony
held at the PRI conference room at Banani in Dhaka on Saturday.
Experts and economists on Saturday suggested that the government should adopt an evidencebased policymaking process for making sound and effective economic decisions, getting better
outcomes from those as well as avoiding any unnecessary damaging effect of the decisions on the
economy.
At a book launching ceremony, they also said that quality and timely data were also required for
achieving better outcomes from policy decisions.
The Policy Research Institute of Bangladesh organised the programme for the launching of the
book titled ‘Evidence Based Policy Making in Bangladesh’ written by its vice-chairman Sadiq
Ahmed at its conference room at Banani in Dhaka.
Economist Wahiduddin Mahmud said that evidence should be analytical and credible.
The outcomes will not be better without quality and credible data, he said adding that there were
discrepancies in different labour force surveys and household income and expenditure surveys of
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, import-export data of Bangladesh Bank, National Board of
Revenue and Export Promotion Bureau.

Evidence or data got in advance helps in formulating policy as well as its implementation, he said.
Citing example of opposite stances taken by the NBR and the country’s business community over
the new VAT law scheduled to come into force in 2019, he said that both the sides have been
arguing in favour and against the law without providing any data.
Prime minister’s economic affairs adviser Mashiur Rahman said that information was needed for
evidence-based policymaking.
He said that the agencies should reconcile data if there was any gap.
He also emphasised improving institutional capacity and increasing knowledge of public officials
in implementing policies.
Public-Private Partnership Office takes long time to give a decision while Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority has no power to implement its decision regarding investment promotion,
he said.
Former adviser to an interim government Mirza Azizul Islam said that the government should
progressively move towards evidence-based policymaking so that policy decisions could be sound
and effective.
Capacity of policymakers and bureaucrats should also be there to implement the policy, he said.
The government allows tax holiday for the private sector but there is no study available on impact
of the tax benefits on the sector, he said.
It is also not clear how many policymakers are interested to formulate policy based on evidence
along with availability of quality data, he added.
PRI chairman Zaidi Sattar said that when policymaking was based on populist notions or
anecdotes, policies were at best inadequate, and at worst, could result in more harm than good, and
potentially could cause long-term damage to the economy and the society.
Policies are better when formulated on the basis of good data and sound research, he said adding
‘such approach serves the government and the private sector, and the society better than policies
not backed by evidence and research’.
The private sector should also need to come up with evidences providing data and information on
how the sector is growing and what types of problems it is facing, he said.
Institute for Inclusive Finance and Development executive director Mustafa K Mujeri said that
evidence-based policymaking brought better outcomes.
Policymakers need to understand the value of evidence as it can help avoid unnecessary harms of
economic decisions, he said.

Evidence-based policymaking prioritises
rigorous research findings, data, analytics, and evaluation of new
innovations above anecdotes, assumptions and notions.
Former finance secretary Zakir Ahmed
Khan said that the government should develop in-house capacity of its agencies for adopting
evidence-based policymaking.
South Asian Network on Economic Modeling executive director Selim Raihan said that quality of
data was a serious problem in the country for preparing evidences for policymakers.
Researchers need quality and credible data so that policymakers can be convinced that the
evidences are credible and accurate and not prepared based on assumptions, he said.
Former Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology urban and regional planning
professor Sarwar Jahan
emphasised scientific research-based evidence for taking economic decisions.
The government is building flyovers in the country to remove traffic jams based on some casual
observations that lack of roads creates traffic jam, he said adding that such casual observation
would not work.
http://www.newagebd.net/article/28653/economists-for-evidence-based-policymaking-for-betteroutcome

ড. সািদক আহেমদ রিচত বইেয়র েমাড়ক উে�াচন

রাজৈনিতক িবেবচনায় নীিত বা িস�া� �হণ উিচত নয়
িনজ� �িতেবদক | ০১:২২:০০ িমিনট, নেভ�র ১৯, ২০১৭
েদেশ রাজৈনিতক িবেবচনায় িবিভ� নীিত
�ণয়ন

করা

হয়।

এর

ফেল

েদেশ

দীঘেময়ািদ
�
আিথক
� ও সামা�জক দুেযােগর
�
আশ�া সৃ�� হয়। তেব তথ�িনভ�র িস�া�
�হণ এ ধরেনর ঝু ঁ িক �াস কের। িক�
সরকােরর সািবক
� তথ� ব�ব�াপনায় দুবলতা
�
থাকায় স�ঠক িস�া� েনয়া যায় না। তাই
রাজৈনিতক িবেবচনায় েকােনা নীিত �ণয়ন
বা িস�া� �হণ করা উিচত নয়।
গতকাল রাজধানীেত পিলিস িরসাচ� ইনি��টউট অব বাংলােদেশর (িপআরআই) ভাইস েচয়ারম�ান
ড. সািদক আহেমদ রিচত ‘এিভেড� েবজড পিলিস েমিকং ইন বাংলােদশ’ শীষক
� বইেয়র
েমাড়ক উে�াচন অনু�ােন ব�ারা এসব কথা বেলন।
অনু�ােন �ধান অিতিথ িছেলন �ধানম�ীর অথৈনিতকিবষয়ক
�
উপেদ�া ড. মিসউর রহমান। এেত
সভাপিত� কেরন িবিশ� অথনীিতিবদ
�
অধ�াপক ওয়ািহদউ��ন মাহমুদ। বই�টর ওপর সংি��
পযােলাচনা
�
ত� েল ধেরন সােবক অথ সিচব
�
ও সাউথই� ব�াংেকর উপেদ�া জািকর আহেমদ খান।
আেলাচনায় অংশ েনন সােবক ত�াবধায়ক সরকােরর উপেদ�া ড. এিব িম��া আ�জজুল ইসলাম
ও িপআরআইেয়র েচয়ারম�ান ড. জােয়দী সা�ার।
িপআরআইেয়র ভাইস েচয়ারম�ান ড. সািদক আহেমদ বেলন, েদেশর বত�মান রাজৈনিতক
পিরি�িতেত কাযকর
�
অথৈনিতক
�
নীিতিনধারণ
�
করা খুবই ক�ঠন। েকননা অথৈনিতক
�
িস�া�
�হেণ রাজৈনিতক আিধপত� ব�াপক �ভাব িব�ার কের। তার পেরও েদেশ রাজৈনিতক িবেবচনায়
িবিভ� নীিত �ণয়ন করা হে�। তেব এ অব�ায় তথ�িনভ�র িস�া� �হণ করেল অিধকতর ফল
পাওয়া যােব। যিদও সা�িতক তথ�িনভ�র নীিত �ণয়েনর কাজ �� হেয়েছ। তেব সরকােরর এ
কােজ যেথ� দ�তার অভাব রেয়েছ।

রাজৈনিতক িবেবচনায় নীিত �ণয়েনর ঝু ঁ িকর িবষেয় ড. জােয়দী সা�ার বেলন, রাজৈনিতক
িবেবচনায় নীিত �ণয়েন অথনীিতর
�
অেনক েমৗিলক িবষয় িবেবচনায় েনয়া হয় না। এর ফেল �ণীত
নীিতেত অেনক দুবলতা
�
থােক এবং দীঘেময়ািদ
�
আিথক
� ও সামা�জক দুেযােগর
�
আশ�া থােক।
তথ�িনভ�র নীিত �ণয়েনর জন� �েয়াজন িনভ�রেযাগ� েডটা— উে�খ কের ওয়ািহদউ��ন মাহমুদ
বেলন, একই তথ� সরকােরর িবিভ� অিধদ�র সং�হ করেলও তােত িমল পাওয়া যায় না। সাধারণত
১০-২০ শতাংশ পাথক�
� েদখা যায়। এর ফেল তেথ�র িনভ�রেযাগ�তা �াস পায়। তথ�িনভ�র নীিত
�ণয়েনর জন� সমেয়র �েয়াজন হয়। িক� এক�ট রাজৈনিতক সরকােরর িবিভ� দািয়� থাকার
কারেণ �ুত িস�া� িনেত হয়। ফেল রাজৈনিতক িবেবচনা ও অতীত অিভ�তা �াধান� পায়।
�ধানম�ীর অথৈনিতকিবষয়ক
�
উপেদ�া ড. মিসউর রহমান বেলন, উ�য়নশীল অেনক েদশ
তথ�িভি�ক িস�া� �হণ ���য়া �� করেলও আমরা িপিছেয় রেয়িছ। সরকারেক �ুত িস�া�
�হণ করেত হয়। সরকােরর িবিভ� সং�া িবিভ� উে�শ� িনেয় তথ� সং�হ কের থােক। কােজই
তেথ�র মেধ� ব�বধান পাওয়াটা �াভািবক। তাছাড়া �শাসেনর কমকত�
� ােদরও সীমাব�তা রেয়েছ।
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