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Media News Report on “Building Competitive Sectors for Export Diversification: 

Opportunities and Policy Priorities for Bangladesh” 

 

Get policy right to develop non-apparel sectors 
Economists tell IFC-PRI event 

 

 FE REPORT | January 13, 2020 12:00:00 

 

Adviser to the Prime Minister Dr Mashiur Rahman (third from right) seen with Ministry of Commerce 
Secretary Dr Md Jafar Uddin (second from right), IFC Country Manager for Bangladesh, Bhutan 
and Nepal Wendy Werner (third from left), Chairman of PRI Dr Zaidi Sattar (extreme right), 
Executive Director of PRI Dr Ahsan H Mansur (second from left) and others are seen at the 
launching ceremony of the report on "Building Competitive Sectors for Export Diversification: 
Opportunities and Policy Priorities for Bangladesh" at a city hotel on Sunday —Collected 

Leather and footwear, plastics and light engineering have been identified 
as the potential sectors, which can help diversify the country's expo rt 
basket. 

The sectors will also create greater access to the international markets for 
local products, according to a new report launched on Sunday.  
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The report highlighted the need for diversifying Bangladesh's export basket 
in order to sustain accelerated economic growth, increase investment 
opportunities, and create more jobs, particularly for women.  

The International Finance Corporation of the World Bank launched the 
diagnostic report titled "Building Competitive Sectors for Export 
Diversification: Opportunities and Policy Priorities for Bangladesh" at a 
programme, jointly organised by the IFC and Policy Research Institute of 
Bangladesh in Dhaka. 

Prime Minister's economic affairs advisor Dr Mashiur Rahman was present 
as the chief guest at the launching event, chaired by PRI chairman Dr Zaidi 
Sattar. 

"Bangladesh's economy is moving forward at a stable pace," Dr Rahman 
said. 

"The government has launched a concerted effort to diversify its exports 
and we sincerely hope this pioneering publication will help i nform the policy 
discourse on sustainable export-led growth," he added. 

Dr Rahman, however, recommended reviewing the the government's cash 
incentive programme, saying that 'golpata' and bricks exporters are 
receiving high percentage of cash support and they are destroying the 
Sundarbans and agricultural land respectively.  

Commerce secretary Dr Mohammad Jafar Uddin said export is one pathway 
to leveraging the dynamic potentials of the global economy.  

"We strongly believe that trade is a powerful engine of g rowth, not just for 
the world economy, but very much so for the developing economy of 
Bangladesh," he said. 

To sustain the growth trajectory and reduce overdependence on any single 
item, IFC country manager Wendy Werner said Bangladesh needs to build 
a strong manufacturing ecosystem and develop new products, while paving 
the way for large-scale job creation and poverty reduction.  

Bangladesh has "serious problem" with export concentration as the bulk of 
export income comes from the readymade garment sector, said PRI 
executive director Ahsan H Mansur.  

He underlined the need for diversifying of both products and markets.  

Echoing Mr Mansur, Dr Sattar suggested selecting potential sectors and the 
development of right policy to increase export earnings of non -apparel 
products. 

He warned that most new products introduced by exporters were not 
sustained beyond the first year.  
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He, however, stressed the need for addressing export sustainability on a 
priority basis as it is a critical challenge for maintaining diversifi cation. 

The report identified the lack of environmental and social compliance, poor 
handling of raw materials, the shortage of skilled workforce, the delay in 
relocating tanneries, poor access to finance, technological constraints, 
limited availability of accessories and components, and limited product and 
markets as the major constraints on the leather sector.  

It made short-medium-long term recommendations for policymakers on 
strategy development to integrate priority sectors with the global value 
chain. 

Speaking at the programme, Leathergoods and Footwear Manufacturers 
and Exporters Association of Bangladesh president Saiful Islam said only 
three local leather and leather goods companies have the Leather Working 
Group (LWG) certification. 

The export earnings target of $5.0billion from leather and leather goods by 
2021 might not be possible, he warned. 

Currently leather is the second-largest export sector after apparels and the 
sector's export is $1.02 billion. 

The government should facilitate quick completion of the Central Effluent 
Treatment Plant of the Savar Tannery Industrial Estate for ensuring better 
prices of locally-made leather and leather goods. 

"We must do something for value addition. Bangladesh has the comparative 
advantage of having own raw materials in the leather and leather goods 
sector," he said. 

The country's export earnings grew negatively in the first half of current 
fiscal year, speakers said, suggesting diversification of both products and 
markets. 

They also stressed the need for equal policy support to non-RMG sector as 
given to the RMG sector.  

PRI research director MA Razzaque suggested that cement, steel and 
pharmaceutical exports should be boosted for the diversification of the 
export basket as these sectors have the potential to earn a lot.  

Higher demand for some goods in the local markets can also encourage 
higher investment and higher export, he added. 

Some $600 million worth of plastic goods are exported from Bangladesh in 
a year mainly as deemed export items like shipment with garment it ems as 
hanger and other goods, he said, adding plastic has good potential both for 
the local and international markets.  
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"It does not make any sense if the government deprives the companies, 
which manufacture both for the domestic and international markets,  of bond 
facility. This is really a challenge for some sectors," he added.  

The IFC publication compares Bangladesh's export performance to several 
comparator countries, including Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, China and 
India, to identify where Bangladesh can improve. 

It said economic factors like employment generation, women's employment, 
growth of small and medium enterprises, and foreign direct investment are 
needed in seven potential sectors for export diversification.  

munni_fe@yahoo.com 

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/get-policy-right-to-develop-non-apparel-

sectors-1578851212 
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Tannery estate needs quick upgrade for better leather prices 

A top exporter says at IFC report launching 

 

Mashiur Rahman, adviser to the prime minister on economic affairs, poses at the launch of a report styled 

“Building Competitive Sectors for Export Diversification: Opportunities and Policy Priorities for Bangladesh”, 

published by the IFC, at the Amari Hotel in Dhaka yesterday. Photo: Collected 

https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/get-policy-right-to-develop-non-apparel-sectors-1578851212
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/first-page/get-policy-right-to-develop-non-apparel-sectors-1578851212
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Star Business Report  

The government should facilitate 

quick installation of the central 

effluent treatment plant at the Savar 

Tannery Industrial Estate to ensure 

better prices for Bangladeshi leather 

and leather goods, a top exporter said 

yesterday. 

Local leather and leather goods 

exporters receive nearly 40 percent 

lower prices than their foreign peers, 

as they do not have the Leather 

Working Group (LWG) certification, 

a vital accreditation needed to 

receive fair prices from buyers. 

Only three local leather and leather goods companies have the certification at the moment and 

they are helping the sector grow gradually. 

“If all the 155 tanneries, housed at the leather industrial park in Savar, can obtain the 

certification, they will be able to receive proper prices from international buyers,” said Saiful 

Islam, president of the Leathergoods and Footwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association 

of Bangladesh. 

He spoke at the launch of a report styled “Building Competitive Sectors for Export 

Diversification: Opportunities and Policy Priorities for Bangladesh”, published by the 

International Finance Corporation (IFC), the private sector lending arm of the World Bank 

Group. 

The event took place at the Amari Hotel in Dhaka. 

The CETP is not fully functional yet to get the LWG certification. As a result, local leather 

and leather goods manufacturers have to sell goods to some limited non-compliant Chinese 

manufacturers at cheaper rates. 

“So, the target to export $5 billion worth of leather and leather goods by 2021 might not be 

possible,” Islam said. 
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Currently, the sector is the second largest foreign currency earner after ready-made garment. 

It fetched $1.02 billion in exports in the last fiscal year. 

“We must do something for value-addition. Bangladesh has comparative advantage as the 

leather and leather goods sector has its own raw materials,” Islam said. 

Bangladesh’s competitors such as Vietnam, Indonesia and Cambodia have the advantages of 

diversified products, the entrepreneur added. 

Islam called for special allocation for product and market diversification and innovation, as 

the private sector has hardly had any innovation recently because of higher cost of 

funds.  Cement, steel and pharmaceutical exports should be boosted to diversify the export 

basket because they have the capability to earn a lot if facilitated properly, said MA 

Razzaque, research director at the Policy Research Institute of Bangladesh (PRI). 

Higher demand for some goods in the local market can also draw higher investment and 

higher export, he said. 

For instance, per capita consumption of plastics in Bangladesh is five kg against the Asian 

average of 36kg. Domestic demand can help expand the market and ultimately boost exports, 

Razzaque also said. 

Some $600 million worth of plastic goods are exported from Bangladesh every year mainly 

as dimmed export items like hanger. Plastics has good potential at both home and abroad, he 

said. 

To the researcher, it does not make any sense why the government does not allow bonded 

warehouse facility to the companies that manufacture products both for local and 

international markets. 

“This is really a challenge for some sectors,” he added. 

The government is working to develop particular products in the areas of leather and leather 

goods, plastic, footwear and light engineering under a special scheme so that the goods can 

be exported in the near future, Commerce Secretary Mohammad Jafar Uddin said. 

As part of an initiative to diversify markets, Bangladesh is trying to grab more market shares 

in Latin American countries like Brazil, Mexico and Argentina. 
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Moreover, Bangladesh has targeted the central Asian countries for market diversification, 

apart from traditional markets, namely the EU, the US and Canada, he said. 

“However, Bangladesh will need to diversify skills along with market and product 

diversification,” he said. 

A diversified export portfolio comprising competitive sectors, such as leather and footwear, 

plastics, and light engineering, will help create greater access to international markets for 

Bangladeshi products, the report said. 

It recommended policymakers develop strategies in order to integrate priority sectors with the 

global value chain. 

“To sustain its growth trajectory and reduce overdependence on any single item, Bangladesh 

needs to build a strong manufacturing ecosystem and develop new products, while paving the 

way for large scale job creation and poverty reduction,” said Wendy Werner, country 

manager of the IFC for Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal. 

The IFC publication compared Bangladesh’s export performance with several comparator 

countries, including Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, China and India, to identify areas for the 

country to improve. 

Economic factors such as employment generation, women’s employment, growth of small 

and medium enterprises, and foreign direct investment are needed in seven potential sectors 

for export diversification, it said. 

“Bangladesh’s economy is moving forward at a stable pace,” said Mashiur Rahman, adviser 

to the prime minister on economic affairs. 

The government has initiated a concerted effort to diversify exports, he said. 

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/tannery-estate-needs-quick-upgrade-better-

leather-prices-1853362 

  

https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/tannery-estate-needs-quick-upgrade-better-leather-prices-1853362
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/tannery-estate-needs-quick-upgrade-better-leather-prices-1853362
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Leather, plastic, light engineering 
identified for export diversification 
Staff Correspondent | Published: 23:19, Jan 12,2020 

       

 

 

Prime minister’s economic affairs adviser Mashiur Rahman, commerce secretary 

Mohammad Jafar Uddin, Policy Research Institute chairman Zaidi Sattar, International 

Finance Corporation senior economist M Masrur Reza, private sector specialist Hosna 

Ferdous Sumi and country manager for Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal Wendy Werner, 

among others, are seen holding copies of an IFC report launched at an event at Hotel 

Amari in the capital on Sunday. — New Age photo 

The International Finance Corporation has identified three sectors — leather and 

footwear, plastics, and light engineering — as highly potential areas for export 

diversification beyond the readymade garments. 

The identification considered not only the contribution to increasing export income but 

also the potential to meet the economic goals such as creating employment opportunities 

for the large number of young entering the job market every year, said an IFC report 

released on Sunday. 

https://www.newagebd.net/credit/Staff%20Correspondent
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The report ‘Building Competitive Sectors for Export Diversification: Opportunities and 

Policy Priorities for Bangladesh’ was launched at an event organised by the Policy 

Research Institute in Hotel Amari in the capital. 

It said that a diversified export portfolio comprising competitive sectors, such as leather 

and footwear, plastics, and light engineering, would help create greater access to 

international markets for Bangladeshi products. 

The report made recommendations for policymakers on strategy development to 

integrate priority sectors with the global value chain. 

IFC senior economist M Masrur Reza and IFC private sector specialist Hosna Ferdous 

Sumi presented the report at the event. 

Despite having significant contribution to the country’s economy, lack of environmental 

and social compliances is the major constraints to the leather sector growth, the report 

said. 

It also identified poor handling of raw materials and lack of skilled workforce as the other 

challenges for the sector. 

According to the report, compliance and availability of and access to finance and limited 

market access are the major challenges for the plastics sector. 

For the light engineering sector, the IFC identified availability of raw materials, utility 

supply and technology and process sophistication as major constraints. 

Speaking on the occasion as chief guest, prime minister’s economic affairs adviser 

Mashiur Rahman said Bangladesh’s economy was moving forward at a stable pace. 

‘The government has launched a concerted effort to diversify its exports and we sincerely 

hope this pioneering publication will help inform the policy discourse on sustainable 

export-led growth,’ he said. 

Commerce secretary Mohammad Jafar Uddin said exporting was one pathway to 

leveraging the dynamic potentials of the global economy. 

‘We strongly believe that trade is a powerful engine of growth, not just for the world 

economy, but very much so for the developing economy of Bangladesh,’ he said. 

PRI chairman Zaidi Sattar cautioned that most new products introduced by exporters did 

not sustain beyond the first year. 

He stressed the need for addressing export sustainability on priority basis as it was a 

critical challenge for maintaining diversification. 

Bangladesh has a serious problem with export concentration as the majority of the export 

earnings come from the readymade garment sector, said PRI executive director Ahsan H 

Mansur, suggesting that the country should diversify both products and markets. 
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Leathergoods and Footwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association of Bangladesh 

president Saiful Islam said only three local leather and leather goods companies had the 

Leather Working Group (LWG) certification. 

So the export earnings target of $5.0 billion from leather and leather goods by 2021 might 

not be possible, he said. 

The government should facilitate quick completion of the Central Effluent Treatment 

Plant of the Savar Tannery Industrial Estate for ensuring better prices for locally made 

leather and leather goods, he added. 
https://www.newagebd.net/article/96396/leather-plastic-light-engineering-identified-for-

export-diversification 

 

 

 Business 

IFC identifies leather, plastic, light 
engineering for export diversification 
 Ahmed Shawki 

•  Published at 11:02 pm January 12th, 2020 

 
Guests hold copies of a report on export diversification at its launch at a Dhaka city hotel on 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 Courtesy 
 

https://www.newagebd.net/article/96396/leather-plastic-light-engineering-identified-for-export-diversification
https://www.newagebd.net/article/96396/leather-plastic-light-engineering-identified-for-export-diversification
https://www.dhakatribune.com/articles/business
https://www.dhakatribune.com/author/Ahmed%20Shawki
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The IFC and the Policy Research Institute jointly organized the 

event 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC), a member of the World Bank 

Group, has identified leather and footwear, plastics, and light engineering 

sectors as potential areas for diversifying the country’s export basket, which is 

currently highly dependent on apparel sector. 

The IFC suggestion came at the launching of a report “Building Competitive 

Sectors for Export Diversification: Opportunities and Policy Priorities for 

Bangladesh” at a Dhaka city hotel on Sunday. 

The IFC and the Policy Research Institute jointly organized the event.  

IFC senior economist M Masrur Reza and IFC private sector specialist Hosna 

Ferdous Sumi presented the report in which they stressed bui lding supply-side 

capacity of the industries to gain competitive advantage in export.  

The report showed that leather and footwear, plastics, and light engineering 

would help create greater access to international markets for Bangladeshi 

products. It said that 84% of the country’s export earning was solely coming 

from the RGM sector. 

The country’s export earnings in the first five months of the 2019 -20 fiscal year 

stood at $15.77 billion, which was 12.59% less than the target and 7.6% lower 

year-on-year. 

“To sustain its growth trajectory and reduce over dependence on any single 

item, Bangladesh needs to build a strong manufacturing ecosystem and 

develop new products, while paving the way for large scale job creation and 

poverty reduction,” said Wendy Werner, IFC Country Manager for Bangladesh, 

Bhutan and Nepal. 

Leather Goods and Footwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association of 

Bangladesh (LFMEAB) President Md Saiful Islam said the country was 

currently using only 20% of its capacity of leather goods manufacturing and 

export. 
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“If we can use our full capacity, the country will earn five billion dollar a year 

from this industry. But we need better policy support from the government. The 

cost of fund is very high and holding back business from growth,” he said.  

Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers and Exporters Association 

(BPGMEA) President Md Jasim Uddin mentioned that the per capita plastic 

consumption of the country was only 5 kg where in developed market this rate 

was 130 kg per year. 

“So there is a huge domestic market. If the government provides proper policy 

support, we can go for plastic export with new products. Currently the plastic 

export is also based on RMG industry,” he said.  

He said that although there was a 10% incentive on the plastic industry,  most 

of the manufactures were failing to avail the facility because of bureaucratic 

complexities. 

“Bangladesh’s economy is moving forward at a stable pace. The government 

has launched a concerted effort to diversify its exports and we sincerely hope 

this pioneering publication will help inform the policy discourse on sustainable 

export-led growth,” said Dr Mashiur Rahman, adviser to the prime minister on 

economic affairs and chief guest at the publication launching.  

Special guest Mohammad Jafar Uddin, secretary, Ministry of Commerce, said: 

“Exporting is one pathway to leveraging the dynamic potentials o f the global 

economy. We strongly believe that trade is a powerful engine of growth, not 

just for the world economy, but very much for a developing economy like 

Bangladesh.” 

PRI Chairman Zaidi Sattar sounded caution that most new products introduced 

by exporters did not sustain beyond the first year and stressed the need to 

address export sustainability on a priority basis as it was a critical challenge 

for maintaining diversification. 

“In recent times, the exchange of currency also become an issue of conce rn 

which needs more attention while promoting export,” he added.  

https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/2020/01/12/ifc-identifies-leather-plastic-light-

engineering-for-export-diversification 

 

https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/2020/01/12/ifc-identifies-leather-plastic-light-engineering-for-export-diversification
https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/2020/01/12/ifc-identifies-leather-plastic-light-engineering-for-export-diversification
http://reditads.com/
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Bangladesh needs to diversify export basket: 

IFC 
 
News Report Bangladesh needs to diversify its export basket to boost economic growth. The Intern-

ational Finace Corporation (IFC), a member of the World Bank Group, has urged the government to 

take necessary steps in this connection. IFC launched a diagnostic report, which stressed the need for 

diversifying Bangladesh’s export basket in order to sustain accelerated economic growth, increase 

investment opportunities, and create more jobs, particularly for women. Bangladesh’s GDP has enjoyed 

an annual growth rate of 7.3 to 7.9 percent in the past two years (2018-19), with over two million new 

entrants joining the labor force every year. However, the country’s export earnings in the first five 

months of the current fiscal year (2019-20) stood at $15.77b, which was 12.59pc less than the target 

and 7.6 percent lower year-on-year, said an IFC press release. The report “Building Competitive Sectors 

for Export Diversification: Opportunities and Policy Priorities for Bangladesh”, launched in the capital 

reveals that a diversified export portfolio comprising competitive sectors, such as leather and footwear, 

plastics, and light engineering, will help create greater access to international markets for Bangladeshi 

products. It provides recomme-ndations for policymakers on strategy development to integrate priority 

sectors with the global value chain. Speaking on the occasion as the chief guest, PM’s Economic Affairs 

Adviser Dr Mashiur Rahman said Bangladesh’s economy is moving forward at a stable pace. “The 

government has launched a concerted effort to diversify its exports and we sincerely hope this 

pioneering publication will help inform the policy discourse on sustainable export-led growth,” he 

added. Commerce Secretary Dr. Mohammad Jafar Uddin spoke on the occasion as special guest. He 

said, “Exporting is one pathway to leveraging the dynamic potentials of the global economy. We 

strongly believe that trade is a powerful engine of growth, not just for the world economy, but very 

much so for the developing economy of Bangladesh.” “To sustain its growth trajectory and reduce 

overdependence on any single item, Bangladesh needs to build a strong manufacturing ecosystem and 

develop new products, while paving the way for large scale job creation and poverty reduction,” said 

Wendy Werner, IFC Country Manager for Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal. The IFC publication 

compares Bangladesh’s export performance to several comparator countries, including Vietnam, 

Cambodia, Malaysia, China and India, to identify where Bangladesh can improve. It considers 

economic factors like employment generation, women’s employment, growth of small and medium 

enterprises, and foreign direct investment needed in seven potential sectors for export diversification. 

This publication on export diversification, co-authored by Hosna Ferdous Sumi, IFC Private Sector 

Specialist, and Dr. Masrur Reaz, IFC Senior Economist, has been supported by Bangladesh Investment 

Climate Fund II, an IFC advisory project implemented in partnership with the UK Department for 

International Development. At the launching event organized in cooperation with Policy Research 

Institute (PRI), Dr. Zaidi Sattar, Chairman of PRI, cautioned that most new products introduced by 

exporters do not sustain beyond the first year. He stressed the need for addressing export sustainability 

on priority basis as it is a critical challenge for maintaining diversification. 

http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2555228&date=2020-01-

13 

 

 

 

http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2555228&date=2020-01-13
http://www.newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2555228&date=2020-01-13
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Leather, plastics and light engineering can 
diversify exports 

The IFC has identified three sectors for export diversifications in Bangladesh 

 

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) has identified three sectors – 
leather, plastics and light engineering – for export diversification beyond 
readymade garments (RMG). 

IFC – a member of the World Bank Group – said the sectors have the potential 
to create greater access to international markets for Bangladeshi products. 

The global lender made the observations in a report called "Building 
Competitive Sectors for Export Diversification: Opportunities and Policy 
Priorities for Bangladesh," which was launched on Sunday at hotel Amari in 
the capital. 

The report on export diversification was co-authored by Hosna Ferdous Sumi, 
IFC private sector specialist, and Dr Masrur Reaz, IFC senior economist.  

The IFC report stressed the need for Bangladesh to diversify its export baskets 
in order to sustain accelerated economic growth, increase investment 
opportunities, and create more jobs – particularly for women.  

The International Finance Corporation also gave recommendations for 
policymakers on strategy development to integrate priority sectors with the 
global value chain. 
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Taking to The Business Standard on the side-lines of the event, Sumi and Reaz 
said they had wanted to identify some potential sectors in Bangladesh, ones 
capable of developing a diversified export portfolio. 

"Initially, we started with 15 potential sectors, which we downsized to 12 
sectors; then we prioritised seven sectors, and finally selected three sectors, 
after ranking them," they added. 

"We are not saying that just these three sectors have high potential, but that 
seven sectors have the same capabilities," said Hosna Ferdous Sumi. 

"We selected these three sectors based on specific methodology," added M 
Masrur Reaz. 

"It is a very tough job to develop a single sector as the earner of above 
$10billion. We have developed only the RMG sector over the last 40 years, but 
we are hopeful about these three sectors," said Senior Economist M Reaz.   

"It is a very easy job to reform policies aiming at diversifying export baskets. It 
does not require an extra financial cost," he added. 

M Reaz said the World Bank has been closely working with the government to 
diversify the country's exports.   

"To sustain its growth trajectory and reduce over-dependence on a single 
item, Bangladesh needs to build a strong manufacturing ecosystem and 
develop new products, while paving the way for large scale job creation and 
poverty reduction," said Wendy Werner, IFC Country Manager for Bangladesh, 
Bhutan and Nepal.  

The IFC publication compared Bangladesh's exports performance to several 
competitor countries – including Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, China and 
India – to identify where Bangladesh can improve.  

It considered economic factors – like employment generation, women's 
employment, growth of small and medium enterprises, and foreign direct 
investment needed – in seven potential sectors for exports diversification.  

"Bangladesh's economy is moving forward at a stable pace. The government 
has launched a concerted effort to diversify its exports and we sincerely hope 
this pioneering publication will help inform the policy discourse on 
sustainable export-led growth," said Dr Mashiur Rahman, economic affairs 
adviser to the prime minister. 
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He said institutional capacity is a major challenge for diversifying 
Bangladesh's exports.   

Expressing his concern over a multi-slab tax on exports, he said, "Why would 
tax rates be different on different exports when the government wants to 
diversify exports?"     

Commerce Secretary Dr Mohammad Jafar Uddin said, "Exporting is one 
pathway to leveraging the dynamic potentials of the global economy. We 
strongly believe that trade is a powerful engine of growth, not just for the 
world economy, but also very much so for the developing economy of 
Bangladesh." 

"We, the Ministry of Commerce, have a project with the World Bank Group 
named EC4J aiming to diversify the export baskets. We have also focused on 
diversifying export destinations," he added. 

The commerce secretary said the government officials should change them by 
changing their work style, skills and attitude to fulfil the government's such 
targets.  

At the launch event – organised in cooperation with the Policy Research 
Institute – its Chairman Dr Zaidi Sattar cautioned that most new products 
introduced by exporters are not sustained beyond the first year. 

He stressed the need to prioritise export sustainability because it is a critical 
challenge for maintaining diversification. 

Participating in a discussion, former finance minister M Syeduzzaman said 
ensuring good governance, plus building institutional capacity and making it 
free of corruption, are very important in Bangladesh – for the diversification 
and expansion of exports.  

Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers and Exporters Association President 
Md Jashim Uddin said, "Transferring our knowledge of success from the RMG 
to other sectors requires the government's policy support." 

Despite the huge potential of the plastic and leather sectors, they do not 
receive policy support like for garments, he added. 

Leather Goods and Footwear Manufacturers and Exporters Association of 
Bangladesh President Md Saiful Islam said, "We are facing challenges because 
we do not have Leather Working Group (LWG) certification for the Savar 
Leather Industrial Park." 
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He expressed his doubt over whether the central effluent treatment plant of 
the leather industrial park will fulfil about 30 percent of the LWG's 
requirements. 

Dr PRI Executive Director Ahsan H Mansur delivered the welcome speech at 
the event.  

https://tbsnews.net/economy/trade/ifc-stresses-export-diversification-sustainable-economic-

growth-35825 

 

 

IFC advises building competitive sectors 
to diversify Bangladesh export basket 
  News Desk,  bdnews24.com 

Published: 13 Jan 2020 01:22 AM BdST Updated: 13 Jan 2020 01:56 AM BdST 

•  

Representational Image: A stall of footwear and other leather goods at BLLISS, a Leathertech fair, at 

the International Convention City Bashundhara. Photo: Asif Mahmud Ove 

https://tbsnews.net/economy/trade/ifc-stresses-export-diversification-sustainable-economic-growth-35825
https://tbsnews.net/economy/trade/ifc-stresses-export-diversification-sustainable-economic-growth-35825
http://bdnews24.com/
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The International Finance Corporation of the World Bank Group has advised 
Bangladesh to build competitive sectors for export diversification. 

Doing so will help the country sustain accelerated economic growth, increase investment 

opportunities, and create more jobs, particularly for women, IFC said in a report released in 

Dhaka on Sunday.  

The report, “Building Competitive Sectors for Export Diversification: Opportunities and Policy 

Priorities for Bangladesh”, reveals that a diversified export portfolio comprising competitive 

sectors, such as leather and footwear, plastics, and light engineering, will help create greater 

access to international markets for Bangladeshi products. 

It provides recommendations for policymakers on strategy development to integrate priority 

sectors with the global value chain. 

“To sustain its growth trajectory and reduce overdependence on any single item, Bangladesh 

needs to build a strong manufacturing ecosystem and develop new products, while paving the 

way for large scale job creation and poverty reduction,” IFC quoted its Country Manager Wendy 

Werner as saying in a statement. 

The IFC publication compares Bangladesh’s export performance to several comparator 

countries, including Vietnam, Cambodia, Malaysia, China and India, to identify where 

Bangladesh can improve. 

It considers economic factors like employment generation, women’s employment, growth of small 

and medium enterprises, and foreign direct investment needed in seven potential sectors for 

export diversification. 

“Bangladesh’s economy is moving forward at a stable pace. The government has launched a 

concerted effort to diversify its exports and we sincerely hope this pioneering publication will help 

inform the policy discourse on sustainable export-led growth,” the statement quoted the Prime 

Minister’s Economic Affairs Adviser Mashiur Rahman as saying. 

Commerce Secretary Mohammad Jafar Uddin was also present. 

The report, co-authored by IFC Private Sector Specialist Hosna Ferdous Sumi and Senior 

Economist Masrur Reaz, has been supported by Bangladesh Investment Climate Fund II, an IFC 

advisory project implemented in partnership with the UK Department for International 

Development. 

At the launching event organised in cooperation with Policy Research Institute, its Chairman 

Zaidi Sattar cautioned that most new products introduced by exporters are not sustained beyond 

the first year. 

He stressed the need for addressing export sustainability on priority basis as it is a critical 

challenge for maintaining diversification. 

https://bdnews24.com/economy/2020/01/13/ifc-advises-building-competitive-sectors-to-

diversify-bangladesh-export-nasket 

  

https://bdnews24.com/economy/2020/01/13/ifc-advises-building-competitive-sectors-to-diversify-bangladesh-export-nasket
https://bdnews24.com/economy/2020/01/13/ifc-advises-building-competitive-sectors-to-diversify-bangladesh-export-nasket
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বাাংলাদেদের রপ্তানি বহুমখুী করদে হদব : 
আইএফনি 

কাদলর কণ্ঠ অিলাইি    

১৩ জানুয়ারি, ২০২০ ১০:১৪ | পড়া যাবে ৪ রিরনবে 

 

োাংলাবেবেি অর্থননরিক উন্নরি ও টেকসই প্রেৃরিি জনয িপ্তারন পণ্যবক েহুিুখী কিবি 

হবে। এটি কিা সম্ভে হবল একরেবক এক পবণ্যি ওপি রনর্থ িিা কিবে, অনযরেবক টিাে 

িপ্তারন আয় োড়বে। োড়বে কিথসাংস্থান। উপকৃি হবে নািীিাও। িবে এ জনয সিকাবিি 

সহায়িা প্রবয়াজন েবল জারনবয়বেন েযেসায়ীিা। রেবেষ কবি নিুন কািখানা স্থাপবন 

েীর্থবিয়ােী িহরেল, কি োড়, প্রবণ্ােনাসহ অনযানয সহায়িা রেবি হবে। এোড়া োবজবে 

আলাো কবি ১০০ টকাটি ডলাি িাখাি োরে কবিবেন েযেসায়ীিা। 

রেশ্ব েযাাংবকি সহবযাগী সাংস্থা ইন্টািনযােনাল ফাইনযান্স কিবপাবিেন (আইএফরস) 'রেরডাং 

করিটিটির্ টসক্টিস ফি এক্সবপােথ  ডাইর্ািরসরফবকেন : অপিচুরনটিস অযান্ড পরলরস 

প্রাবয়ারিটিস ফি োাংলাবেে' নাবি প্ররিবেেনটি গিকাল িরেোি ঢাকায় এক অনুষ্ঠাবন প্রকাে 
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কবি। পবণ্যি েহুিুখীকিণ্ রনবয় রেশ্বেযাাংবকি সহবযাগী সাংস্থা আইএফরসি গবেষণ্াি ফলাফল 

উবে এবসবে প্ররিবেেবন। 

রপআিআইবয়ি টচয়ািিযান জাবয়েী সাত্তাবিি সঞ্চালনায় অনুষ্ঠাবন অনযবেি িবযয েক্তেয টেন 

প্রযানিন্ত্রীি উপবেষ্টা ড. িরসউি িহিান, োরণ্জযসরচে জাফি উরিন, োরণ্জয িন্ত্রণ্ালবয়ি 

অরিরিক্ত সরচে ওোয়েুল আজি, োাংলাবেে প্লারিক গুডস িযানুফযাকচািাসথ অযান্ড এক্সবপােথ াসথ 

অযাবসারসবয়েবনি সর্াপরি জরসি উরিনসহ অনযিা। 

নিুন টযবকাবনা েযেসা শুরু কিবি চাইবল েযেসায়ীবেি টয েীর্থ সিয় পর্ পারড় রেবি 

হয়, টসই সিয় করিবয় আনাি িারগে রেবয়বেন আবলাচকিা। টপাোক খািবক সিকাি রেবনি 

পি রেন টযর্াবে প্রবণ্ােনা রেবয় আসবে; িপ্তারনবি সম্ভােনািয় অনযানয খািবকও সিানর্াবে 

প্রবণ্ােনা টেওয়াি োরে কবিবেন েযেসায়ীিা। 

সাংস্থাটিি টেসিকারি খাি রেবেষজ্ঞ টহাসনা টফিবেৌস সুরি ও টজযষ্ঠ অর্থনীরিরেে িাসরুি 

রিয়াজ টযৌর্র্াবে প্ররিবেেনটি তিরি কবিন। 

োাংলাবেে টর্বক ১৬০০ যিবনি পণ্য রেবশ্বি রেরর্ন্ন োজাবি িপ্তারন হয় জারনবয় প্ররিবেেবন 

েলা হয়, তিরি টপাোবকি ২৯২ যিবনি পণ্য টর্বকই টিাে িপ্তারন আবয়ি ৮৫ র্াগ আবস। 

োরক ১৩ েিারযক পণ্য টর্বক আবস িাত্র ১৫ েিাাংে আয়। রকন্তু এই এক হাজাি ৩০০ 

পবণ্যি িবযয প্রচুি পণ্য িবয়বে, টযগুবলাি োজাি অবনক েড় এোং প্ররিরনয়ি চারহো োড়বে। 

রেবেষ কবি চািড়া ও চািড়াজাি পণ্য, প্লারিক পণ্য, হালকা প্রবকৌেল পণ্য ও ওষুবযি 

োজাি েড় হবে। এসে খাবি োাংলাবেবেি সক্ষিিা অবনক টেবেি িুলনায় টেরে। ফবল 

সিকাবিি যর্াযর্ নীরি সহায়িা টপবল এসে খাি টর্বক িপ্তারন আয় োড়াবনাি েযাপক 

সম্ভােনা িবয়বে। 

োাংলাবেবেি অর্থনীরি গি েইু েেবি ৭ েেরিক ৩ টর্বক ৭ েেরিক ৯ েিাাংে পযথন্ত 

প্রেৃরি অজথ ন কবিবে। এ সিবয় ২০ লাবখিও টেরে িানুষ শ্রিেরক্তবি টযাগ হবয়বে েবল 

জারনবয়বে োাংলাবেে পরিসাংখযান েুযবিা। িবে অর্থেেবিি (২০১৯-২০) প্রর্ি পাাঁচ িাবস 

িপ্তারন আয় ১৫ েেরিক ৭৭ রেরলয়ন ডলাবি আেবক আবে, যা লক্ষযিাত্রাি িুলনায় ১২ 

েেরিক ৫৯ র্াগ কি। এটি গি েেবিি িপ্তারনি িুলনায় ৭ েেরিক ৬ েিাাংে কি 

েবল জারনবয়বে আইএফরস। 
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অনুষ্ঠাবন প্রযানিন্ত্রীি উপবেষ্টা ড. িরসউি িহিান েবলবেন, োাংলাবেবেি অর্থনীরি েিথ িাবন 

একটি রস্থরিেীল গরিবি সািবন এরগবয় যাবে। সিকাি িপ্তারনপণ্য েহুিুখী কিবি কাযথকি 

পেবক্ষপ রনবয়বে। আিিা রেশ্বাস করি এ প্রকােনা নীরিরনযথািকবেি টেকসই িপ্তারনিুখী 

প্রেৃরি অজথ বন ির্য রেবয় সহায়িা কিবে। 

রিরন েবলন, িপ্তারন খাবি কিহাি, কি আোয় পিরি ও রেরর্ন্ন যিবনি প্রবণ্ােনা রনবয় 

েযাপক পযথাবলাচনা হওয়া উরচি। কািণ্ অবনক টক্ষবত্র অপ্রবয়াজনীয় উবেযাগ িবয়বে। আোি 

গবেষণ্ায়ও টজাি রেবি হবে, যাবি নিুন পণ্য উদ্ভােন কিা যায়। 

আইএফরসি কারি িযাবনজাি ওবয়রন্ড ওয়ানথাি েবলন, চািড়া ও পােকুা, প্লারিক ও হালকা 

প্রবকৌেল রেল্প োাংলাবেেবক আন্তজথ ারিক োজাবি আিও অন্তরু্থ রক্তি সুবযাগ কবি রেবি পাবি। 

এ জনয সিকািবক নীরিগি রকেু উবেযাগ রনবি হবে। 

রপআিআই টচয়ািিযান জাইরে সাত্তাি েবলন, একটি পবণ্যি ওপি রনর্থ ি কবি এবগাবনা যাবে 

না। িপ্তারনি অনযানয খািবক এরগবয় রনবি সিকাবিি নীরিবি পরিেিথ ন আনবি হবে। 

োরণ্জয সরচে ড, জাফি উিীন েবলন, পণ্য েহুিুখীকিণ্ জরুরি। িবে েহুিুখীকিবণ্ি যিন 

পাল্টাবি হবে। 

টলোি অযান্ড ফুেওয়াি িযানুফযাকচািাসথ অযাবসারসবয়েবনি সর্াপরি সাইফুল ইসলাি েবলন, 

রর্বয়িনাবিি রনজস্ব চািড়া টনই। আোি জনসাংখযাও কি। রকন্তু রর্বয়িনাি েেবি প্রায় 

৩০ রেরলয়ন ডলাবিি চািড়া ও চািড়াজাি পণ্য িপ্তারন কবি। রকন্তু োাংলাবেবেি রনজস্ব 

চািড়া ও পযথাপ্ত জনেল র্াকা সবেও িপ্তারন হবে এক রেরলয়ন ডলাি। 

প্লারিক দ্রেয প্রস্তুি ও িপ্তারনকািক সরিরিি সর্াপরি টিা. জরসিউরিন েবলন, প্লারিবকি 

চারহো রেশ্বেযাপী োড়বে। এ রেবল্পি সম্ভােনা অবনক। িবে সিকাবিি নীরি সহায়িা 

োড়াবি হবে। 

https://www.kalerkantho.com/online/business/2020/01/13/861915 
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আইএফরসি সিীক্ষা প্ররিবেেন 

রফোনিদে ববনিত্র্য আিদে নেি খাে েিাক্ত 

নিজস্ব প্রনেদবেক 

জানুয়ারি ১৩, ২০২০ 

োাংলাবেবেি চলিান উন্নয়ন যািায় অর্থননরিক প্রেৃরি টিরকবয় িাখবি গুরুত্বপূণ্থ রূ্রিকা িবয়বে তেরচত্রযিয় 
িফিারনি। এ রেষবয় জািীয় পযথাবয় টেেরকেু টকৌেলপত্র প্রণ্য়নসহ অবনক সম্ভােনািয় খাি রনবয় আবলাচনা 
হবয়বে। এ টপ্রক্ষাপবে ওয়াডথ  েযাাংক গ্রুবপি অঙ্গ সাংস্থা ইন্টািনযােনাল রফনযান্স 
কিবপাবিেন (আইএফরস) োাংলাবেবেি িফিারনি তেরচত্রয রনবয় একটি সিীক্ষা কবি এ টসক্টবি রর্ন্নিা আনবি 
টিাে রিনটি খািবক েনাক্ত কবিবে। খািগুবলা হবলা চািড়া ও চািড়াজাি পণ্য, প্লারিক এোং প্রবকৌেল 
দ্রেয। গিকাল আইএফরসি সিীক্ষা প্ররিবেেন প্রকাে অনুষ্ঠাবন এসে ির্য জানা টগবে। 

গিকাল িাজযানীি গুলোবনি একটি টহাবেবল ‘রেরডাং করিটিটির্ টসক্টিস ফি এক্সবপােথ  
ডাইর্ািরসরফবকেন: অপিচুরনটিজ অযান্ড পরলরস প্রাবয়ারিটিজ ফি োাংলাবেে’ েীষথক এ প্ররিবেেন প্রকাে কিা 
হয়। আইএফরসি সবঙ্গ টযৌর্র্াবে অনুষ্ঠানটি আবয়াজন কবি টেসিকারি গবেষণ্া প্ররিষ্ঠান পরলরস রিসাচথ  
ইনরিটিউে (রপআিআই)। এবি প্রযান অরিরর্ রেবলন প্রযানিন্ত্রীি অর্থননরিক রেষয়ক উপবেষ্টা ড. িরসউি 
িহিান। রেবেষ অরিরর্ রেবলন োরণ্জয িন্ত্রণ্ালবয়ি সরচে ড. টিা. জাফি উিীন। স্বাগি েক্তেয িাবখন 
রপআিআইবয়ি রনেথাহী পরিচালক ড. আহসান এইচ িনসুি ও আইএফরসি কারি িযাবনজাি ওবয়রন্ড ওয়ানথাি। 
প্ররিবেেনটিি ওপি উপস্থাপনা টপে কবিন আইএফরসি রসরনয়ি ইবকানরিি ড. এি িােরুি রিয়াজ ও 
প্রাইবর্ে টসক্টি টেোরলি টহাসনা টফিবেৌস সুরি। 

অনুষ্ঠাবন পযাবনল আবলাচক রেবলন োরণ্জয িন্ত্রণ্ালবয়ি অরিরিক্ত সরচে ওোয়েলু আজি, চািড়া ও চািড়াজাি 
পণ্যসাংরিষ্ট িারলক সাংগেন এলএফএিইএরেি সর্াপরি সাইফুল ইসলাি, প্লারিক খাবিি রেল্প িারলক সাংগেন 
রেরপরজএিইএ সর্াপরি টিা. জরসি উরিন ও রপআিআইবয়ি গবেষণ্া পরিচালক ড. আব্দুি িাজ্জাক। আবিা 
েক্তেয িাবখন রডএফআইরডি রসরনয়ি প্রাইবর্ে টসক্টি টডবর্লপবিন্ট অযাডর্াইজি িবহে রিশ্রা ও রপআিআই 
টচয়ািিযান ড. জাইরে সাত্তাি। 

প্ররিবেেবনি সািাাংবে েলা হবয়বে, িফিারন টসক্টিবক আবিা গর্ীির্াবে রেবিষবণ্ি জনয রিনটি খািবক 
েনাক্ত কিা হবয়বে। সিীক্ষাি ফলাফবলি রর্রত্তবি এগুবলা রনবয় োরণ্জয িন্ত্রণ্ালয় ও খািসাংরিষ্টবেি সবঙ্গ 
আবলাচনা চলবে। প্ররিবেেবন চািড়া ও চািড়াজাি পণ্য, প্লারিক এোং প্রবকৌেল দ্রেয—এ রিন খাবিি 
সক্ষিিা ও রেকাবেি অন্তিায়গুবলাি ওপি গুরুত্বাবিাপ কিা হবয়বে। 

প্রযান অরিরর্ি েক্তবেয ড. িরসউি িহিান েবলন, সিকাি িফিারন তেরচবত্রয গুরুত্ব রেবে এোং আরি 
আোোেী টয এ প্ররিবেেনটি িফিারনরনর্থ ি প্রেৃরি অজথ বন নীরিরনযথািবণ্ সিকািবক সহবযারগিা কিবে। 
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েটুি পবণ্যি নগে প্রবণ্ােনা পযথাবলাচনা কিা হবে েবল িি প্রকাে কবি রিরন েবলন, টগালপািা ও ইে 
িফিারনকািকিা উচ্চহাবি নগে সহায়িা পাবেন, যা সুন্দিেন ও কৃরষজরি ধ্বাংস কিবে। 

প্ররিবেেবন িফিারনবি তেরচবত্রযি রেষবয় অগ্রারযকাি রর্রত্তবি রিনটি খাি েনাবক্তি পাোপারে এ প্ররিয়ায় 
রেেযিান প্ররিকূলিা কাটিবয় উেবি স্বল্প-িযয-েীর্থবিয়াবে কিথপরিকল্পনাি সুপারিে কিা হবয়বে। স্বল্পবিয়ারে 
ো েয় টর্বক ১২ িাসরর্রত্তক কিথপরিকল্পনাি িবযয আবে সম্ভােনািয় সবেথাচ্চ পাাঁচটি খাি েনাক্ত 
কিা, িফিারন উন্নয়ন িহরেবলি কাযথকারিিা যাচাই সাবপবক্ষ অর্থায়ন েযেস্থা রনরিি কিা, কাাঁচািাল ও 
প্রযুরক্তি প্রাপযিা রনরিি কিা এোং কি েযেস্থা সহজীকিণ্। িযযবিয়ারে ো এক টর্বক েইু েেি টিয়ারে 
কিথপরিকল্পনাি িবযয আবে কিপ্লাবয়ন্স রনরিি কিা ও অর্থায়ন েযেস্থা। েীর্থ ো েইু টর্বক রিন েেি 
টিয়ারে কিথপরিকল্পনাি িবযয আবে টেড লরজরিকস উন্নয়ন, টকন্দ্রীয় েজথ য টোযনাগািসহ অনযানয কিপ্লাবয়ন্স 
রনরিি কিা। 

https://bonikbarta.net/home/news_description/217276/%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%AB%E0%A
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